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Abstract 

Among the current debate on the creation of just futures, a growing body of research emphasizes the 
urgent need for mitigation and adaptation measures to face climate change, by  fostering the energy 
transition to a carbon–neutral and climate resilient economic system (Sultana, 2022). Studies on 
climate coloniality underline present climate injustice as part of the uneven development caused from 
colonialism and capitalism, where peripheries are the source of cheap labour and natural resources 
for the centres of accumulation (Jiménez & Venegas, 2023; Malm, 2016). Failing to recognize this issue 
and continuing top-down and extractivist approaches might reiterate and amplify pre-existing 
inequalities that underlie climate change; it creates new uncertainties and vulnerabilities, especially 
for poor and marginalised people, constraining their livelihood choices and narrowing pathways for 
socially just adaptation. For instance, both renewable green energy production and ecosystem 
conservation proved to be processes that can produce new inequalities  (Moreano Venegas, 2020; 
Stock, 2023). Meanwhile local communities, grassroots movements, academics and other 
organizations are defining critical approaches (Martinez-Alier et al., 2014), elaborating proposals and 
concepts for new forms of living (Kothari et al., 2019; Science Panel for the Amazon, 2021), and taking 
action to face such inequalities (Temper et al., 2018, 2020).  

Thus, to unveil the mechanisms through which policies for fossil extractivism create sacrifice zones in 
the global Souths and to actively listen to the perspectives and proposals from local communities is a 
critical challenge for creating just adaptation processes.  

Within this context, the Ecuadorian Amazon Region represents an unique territorial laboratory of 
practices, being simultaneously a crucial hotspot for Amazonian biodiversity, the home to 11 
indigenous nationalities and a sacrifice zone for oil extraction. Presently, 60% of this region is  divided 
and operationalized by oil concessions, overlapping 71% of indigenous territories and 20% of its 
protected areas (Codato et al., 2019). Fifty years of oil extraction not only caused extensive pollution, 
but also resulted in a wide set of direct and indirect impacts (Codato et al., 2024; Facchinelli et al., 
2022, 2023; Kimerling, 2013; Pappalardo et al., 2013; Silveira et al., 2017). In response, local 
communities, grassroots movements, and environmentalist organizations have coalesced around 
diverse mobilizations over time. One of the most interesting cases regards the Ishpingo, Tiputini, and 
Tambococa (ITT) oil block, located within the Yasuní National Park (Moreano Venegas et al., 2021). 
Occupying one of the most biodiverse areas in the Amazon basin and being part of the territory of 
indigenous population in voluntary isolation, these fields represent about one-third of the country's 
current oil reserves (Codato et al., 2022). Following the failure of the presidential Yasuni-ITT initiative 
and a decade-long legal struggle between the government and grassroots movements, Ecuador held 
the first referendum to leave oil untapped. The decision of Ecuadorian people to avoid extraction in the 
block ITT represents the first attempt in the world of unburnable carbon left unextracted to protect 
biological and cultural diversities. 

In another recent campaign, called “Apaguen los Mecheros” (Shut-off gas flaring), IPLC and grassroots 
organizations presented and won a Protective Action, leading to an ordinance the imposes the end of 
gas flaring activities in the EAR (Facchinelli et al., 2022). Notably, part of the work developed within the 
campaign regarded unveiling the presence of 437 gas flaring stacks in the region, two times what 
reported from the Ministry of Environment. These mobilizations affirm that local communities can play 
a pivotal role in fostering policy change and leading the transition beyond fossil fuels. 



The session will discuss on how fossil extractivism is affecting the social and ecological tissues of the 
Ecuadorian Amazon and how local movements are mobilizing toward the creation of their own just 
futures. To adequately investigate such complex and multifaceted issues, the session includes 
researches which draw on various approaches. While some are based on  Geographic Information 
Science approaches to unveil aspects of how oil extraction is affecting local ecosystems and 
populations, other focus on the development of Extreme Citizen Science  (Haklay & Francis, 2018) 
processes in collaboration with local movements, up to the collective of Critical Geography of 
Ecuador, whose work of critical cartography was developed within the movement to leave oil in the 
ground in the Yasuní. In doing so, the session  will also reflect on the role of academic activists in 
support local communities in their efforts to achieve climate and environmental justice (Russell, 
2015).  
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