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Dominant understandings of citizenship tend to be framed by statist thinking, where an individual’s citizenship is typically seen as defined by only one territorial state. With increased global mobility and the rise of multinational migrations, more people are finding it necessary to combine formal citizenship in one country with claims to a bundle of social and residency rights in another country where they live and work.  In the context of the globalizing city-state of Singapore, we examine the geographies of inequality in the way two groups of migrants along the privileged-precarity continuum negotiate citizenship in a transnational context. On the one hand, highly skilled migrants who have relatively quickened access to pathways to permanent residency in the countries where they hold employment have varying degrees of privilege of choosing different permutations and combinations of resources and rights attached to citizenship and residency status in accordance to their aspirations, family dynamics and life-course phase. On the other hand, capital-poor marriage migrants admitted to the nation-state with unstable legal status and diminished social rights face considerable precarity and temporal “stucked-ness” in straddling citizenship/residency claims across their natal and marital homelands. The complex dynamics of transnational lived citizenship and belonging not only reflect differential valorization of “skill” versus “family” but highlights the significance of broader socio-economic inequalities in framing the spatial and temporal conditions that govern migrants’ citizenship practices.
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