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Abstract
In this presentation, an approach is made to the public spaces of Quito and the leisure practices that take place in them to find inequalities in leisure geographies. The methods used for this approach were mixed: quantitative and qualitative. Three instruments were designed for collecting information; in the first phase, two types of surveys were used and, subsequently, short semi-structured interviews. The data analysis essentially responds to arrays according to categories and the use of descriptive statistical techniques. The parish scale allows us to compare two territories with different socioeconomic and spatial situations. The selected case studies are the parishes of Iñaquito (a parish equipped with better services) and La Ecuatoriana (a parish with less accessibility to services). In the case of the Iñaquito parish, the access to public leisure spaces is higher than the rest of the DMQ. Despite this inequality in terms of accessibility, it is evident that visiting parks, socializing, and buying products are the main leisure activities for Quito residents. The leisure practiced in the capital city is mainly recreational-commercial and is spatialized through the park (the most outstanding typology) and the shopping center. Additionally, the meanings found for the park typology were opposed, demonstrating significant differences in the ways of living in the public spaces.
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