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The phrases ‘Global South’ and ‘Global North’ are typically applied to groups of nations categorised by their level of economic development. Periodically, however, these terms are used not in reference to states’ positions in the global economy, but rather to their physical location above or below the equator. This alternative interpretation opens the way to conceive of New Zealand-Latin American relations as an example of a different type of ‘south-south’ relations – one based on the characteristics they share, including shared experiences of colonialism and its legacies. This paper will first discuss how scholars conceived this approach a half century ago;  then offer suggestions for renewed attention to themes that connect them; and conclude with reflections on how new trans-Pacific research partnerships between Oceania and Latin America can be built.
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